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For my beloved wife, Kendall N. Cochran

“He that would know the workings of the New England mind in the middle of the
[eighteenth] century, and the throbbings of its heart, must give his days and nights

to the study of Jonathan Edwards.”
— George Bancroft

Quoted in Sydney E. Ahlstrom, A Religious History of the American People, 298.
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Endorsements

Jonathan Edwards devoted more of his life to studying the Bible than many people
realize, and while his notes on the Bible can seem haphazard, Cochran shows that
his approach to the Bible was anything but that. Instead, Cochran underscores how
Edwards interpreted the Bible through a harmonic lens, capturing its prophetic-
fulfillment harmony, its typological harmony, and its doctrinal harmony in his
engagement with Scripture. Cochran’s study of Edwards’s reading of the book of
Hebrews offers an instructive foray into Edwards’s harmonic interpretation of
Scripture and really his entire theological program. In a world where life feels
increasingly dissonant, the harmonic thinking of a theologian such as Edwards
offers an integrated way of viewing reality.
David P. Barshinger, Ph.D.
Senior Editor and Director of Book Editorial, Crossway
Author of Jonathan Edwards and the Psalms

Polymath is a way of describing both Edwards and Cochran in this book, for both
authors range widely to demonstrate how our experience of the Scriptures and
of the world may be harmonized. The world may be less random than we think!
Theological and pastoral topics are addressed using the book of Hebrews, and in
Cochran’s fine prose complicated debates find elegant exposition. I learnt something
on every page!
Rev. Rhys Bezzant, Ph.D.
Principal
Ridley College, Melbourne
Author of Jonathan Edwards and the Church and Jonathan Edwards the Mentor

Cochran’s work elucidates many of the facets of Edwards’s mind in tandem with
the Book of Hebrews. Jonathan Edwards and Hebrews offers a fine piece of original
scholarship; a piece much needed in the world of Edwards studies.
John T. Lowe, Ph.D.
University of Louisville
Co-editor of Jonathan Edwards within the Enlightenment
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Cochran’s study of Jonathan Edwards’s engagement with the book of Hebrews builds
productively on the recent surge of interest in early modern Protestant exegesis and
in Edwards as a biblical theologian. But it does more than that, for Cochran shows
how Edwards’s use of Hebrews reaches into nearly every aspect of his thought:
ontology, prophecy, typology, aesthetics, practical theology as well as metaphysics,
issues of faith and practice, the nature and destiny of the church—even mysticism.
Those who would try to isolate one aspect of Edwards’s thought can here learn the
lesson that one cannot touch a strand without vibrating the entire web, such are
the suggestive and sensitive connections.
Kenneth P. Minkema, Ph.D.
Editor, TheWorks of Jonathan Edwards
Director, The Jonathan Edwards Center
Yale University

Jonathan Edwards’s exegesis was neglected by most scholars before the twenty-
first century. Thanks to the outstanding work of people like Cochran, though, this
problem is now being rectified. We will never understand Edwards’s intellectual life
until we pay due attention to his work with the Bible. And we will not understand
Edwards’s work with the Bible until we see how he handled the New Testament
book of Hebrews, which he thought showed Christians how to read the Bible whole.
Cochran’s work is a must read for those who think, teach, and write about colonial
America’s most important thinker.
Douglas A. Sweeney, Ph.D.
Dean of Beeson Divinity School
Samford University
Author of Edwards the Exegete

Cochranmasterfully weaves together the theological richness of Jonathan Edwards’s
exegesis of Hebrews, offering profound insights into Edwards’s harmonic interpre-
tive method. As the first comprehensive exposition of Edwards’s numerous writings
and sermons on Hebrews, this book significantly advances our understanding of
Edwards’s theological depth, in areas such as Christological and natural typology,
covenant theology, the doctrine of the Trinity, among others, while illuminating
the profound connections between the Old and New Testaments. An indispensable
resource for any serious student of Edwards.
Rev. Lisanne Winslow, Ph.D.
Fairfield University
Author of A Great and Remarkable Analogy: The Onto-Typology of Jonathan
Edwards
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